dealing with this class of foreign body. He suggested that sometimes it would be advantageous to use the X-rays at the time the surgeon was operating, so that he could be informed when the forceps were near the foreign body.', He had worked thus himself, and 'found the combined method a great help.
Dr. D. R. PATERSON called attention to a simple method of maskingithe point of a pin directed upwards. When he had to remove a safety-pin which was open and had the point directed upwards, he passed a fine metallic tube over the point, and with that in position he caught hold of the safety-pin by the other limb and removed it.
Skiagram showing a Penny Coin impacted in the (Esophagus of a Woman, aged 25.
THE coin was exhibited, with two grape-skins, which were removed by cesophagoscopy, and were lying over the foreign body, obscuring its Penny coin impacted in the cesophagus (skiagram by Dr. Morton).
view. The patient had been unable to swallow anything for four days. The coin was firmly held by the cesophagus and it was not easy to remove as the jaws of the forceps kept slipping off.
DISCUSSION.
The PRESIDENT said he had experienced how easily a coin might slip from smooth-edged forceps, and he thought the best way to remove such a body was with the old-fashioned coin-catcher, though it should be used under the guidance of the direct method.
Dr. IRWIN MOORE pointed out that the difficulty which Dr. Davis had experienced in this case in grasping and holding the coin with Briinings's forceps could be obviated by the use of the strong cesophageal forceps which he (Dr. Moore) had designed and introduced for removing foreign bodies with Briinings's tubes. With these forceps one could get such a firm grip of any foreign body, whatever its shape, that once seized it was next to impossible to lose hold of it. A child holding a coin grasped by these forceps could be pulled round a room without the forceps giving way or loosening their hold.
Sluder's Guillotine. By H. J. DAVIS, M.B. THIS pair of tonsil guillotines, the only two sizes made, were presented to me by Dr. Sluder, of St. Louis, U.S.A. The instrument is his own and well known, and is designed for enucleating tonsils, however large, or however small, whether buried or not. The method has been already described. The blades must be blunt, and as the tissue external to the capsule is difficult to cut through, Dr. Sluder has invented this " mechanics dog," which enables the blunt blade to crush through any resistance; by the aid of the "dog" a piece of silk or wool can be easily severed. The instrument is very strong and takes to pieces easily and rapidly; it is made by Muller, of Chicago. I have used it several times, and it answers the purpose which the inventor claims admirably.
